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I'-iT. i'^noll, editor 

The Progressive 
409 Kast I'iain 3t., 

Kadison, i/I 5:>10'!> 

^ear Krv(in iCnoll, 

Yovfbo,-;in icour letter of the fifth hy referring to our previous correspondence about 
wiiat the Progressive has publish^.ni about tli« State of Israel and then say, "I see little 
point in reviving the debate," What "debate"? There has been none in oia" exchange of 
letterskid there sure as hell has never been any in any issue of your nagasine or Navasky*s 
tiiat I 'can recall. Tlio one-sidedness, the lack of arymentioji of anything other tlian abuse 
of «lrabs, presented as an Israeli nonopli^rj and the editorial intent not to inform your 
readers of cinythiJig else i>recisely the reason I v/rote you. 

The 2 *e is too much truth in the criticisms you make, which reasonable people cannot 
deny, but they lack balance, i)erspctive £ind context. Although your criticisms are justified 
and to a degr()e I do and have always shared tliem, you exaggerate and at the same time over- 
simplify to the point where they are - and I mean no insult, I moan constructive criticism- 
they are dishonest. As an editor and as a writer you luxVe published one side of a traffic 
controversy. There is no v/ay your read(3r, if he laclcs persomil knowledge, can have the 
faintest glimmer of the real problems that do exist and tlieir potential. A terrible, 
terrible potvntial. Or wliy this av/ful situation exists today. 

^'ou say you/^ "proud Jew" yet in pretending to "demand bcjtter" of the Israeli gov- 
ernment you place all the blame and responsibility for the frightful reality on Israeli 
go^ej'nments and not even the smallest bit imyi/here else. The actuality, as you v/ell know, 
is that the only reason there is miy controvers.y there today is b(jcause th(j Muslim world 
created it with the explicit intent of seeiiii^ to it tliat there is no State of Israel living 
in peaci; laid security within guaranteed and secui-e borders. • 

aside from Sadat's Mgypt, wliat Muslim governmont has made peace with the State of 
Israel and wliy has not a single orie of theM? Does any dare after what happened to Sadat and 
before him Abdullah and to all the others of lower authority or no autliority who dared dis- 
cuss living in iDoace v/ith a State of Israel? 

Does any government insist on a state of war becauise it wants peace? 

If the PLO wants pd.xe, wliy does it ix^rsist in preserving the exact opposite in its 
charter? If Arafat, as our governiaent pretends, assured the peaceful existence of the Stat^ 
of Israel, wjjy did he not Siiy "state" and instead referred only to "people?" You surely 
know thit if he had assured the peaceful existence, of the State of Ii^rael he*d not he alive 
today. he meant it, which his recorcbl provides no rc?ason to believe. 

p27om what you have published, has any of your readers any basis for knowing tliat there 
is a Palestinian state ana tliat more tluin 75 percent of the Palestine territoi^ and nothing 
else is what that state consists of? 

I have nc'ver been to Isr^iel iind I have no Israeli friends. But I liave a dear friend 
v/ho mfinage^ to survive a number of pogroms and wlio goes there regularly eind has Palestini^m 
<xrab friends who refute your representation of "cruel and barbarous treatment" of all Pales- 
tiniana^Me"" 

Have you compared Israel's defects ^/ith those of its /^ighbors or those of other 
i’iuslim states? What one Iluslim state ka a$ cb;nocratic? \.'hat Muslim state lias a Jewish legis- 
lator? ('Even assuming that -jhore are those with the kind of free uoi: w e dissociate with the 
existence of a legislature.) The Israeli legislator with g-r.iatest ko seniority is an Arab. 

You portray Israel as the only racists state in the area. lou liave to know that is 
not true and that all the Muslim states are racist. Witness all the Jews they refuse to 
allow to leave, for one thing. 
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j-ou get so carried a\/ay in your passionate rrjfiisal to confront a single iss,ue 
that you sugi;(jst I was not sincere in reforrinjs to ny "rosi^jct for tlie many fine tilings" 
you and Navasky have done© fau donean yourself in tliis. 

You then say I "ought to conttinplate the iiossibility tliat in the Letter wo are not 
deviating from our custo^ry set if values bu*t affirming it©" 

There is no other matter I can recall on wliich you ^both) have been so one-sided 
adn hcive sought to keep your readers in ignorcince of everytliing except what you believe© 

Th<;re is no other matter you could treat as you trtjat this one and hope to survive© 

You refer to your criticisms of our governiient. Need I remind you of mine? There is 
no perfect government and ours, increasingly in ny lifetimtj, which I tliiii/^ imiy be a little 
longev than yours, ours deserves more criticism© 21 hav<) writ-’:en much about ours but it is 
not 100 iicrc^nt criticism and all my criticism is clearly of constructive intent© liy writing 
has been on controversial subJ-'Cts. v/ritten about thousands of people by name, iuid I've 

gotten more than 1 5,000 unsolicitevl letters from stringers when it v/as not easy even to 
get my address most of the time© But I've not gotten a single complaint from anyone who 
protested that I had tre*ated him or the matter in i/hich he was involved unfairly© 

I do not believe that your or Nava sky * s or your publications values are represented 
by v/hat you publish about the State of Israel. If I did, I'd not subscribe and I'd not 
3(3nd you both small contributions and I'd not give your magazines to those who do not 
Subscribe to thcjm© 

1“^ is precisely bovjause oi' the i\.'spe‘et a- do have for the ra<my fine tilings 2^ou both 
have done tliat I woiider how you can be so oru3-sided, I thinl: so dishonest to yourselves 
and to your readers and the obligations you beiii- trusting readers. 

I did not even s -ggest tliat you shouia not criticize the policies of the State 
of I.^rael L'vnd I '.11 give you th*:.^- benefit of tliirdding you meant some, not wliat you saidf-allj, 
and I can't remember any Israeli govemLient some of whose policies I did not criticize© I 
am not at all sympathetic to Shamir or \diat hii represents, or the Sharons or ICahanes© I did 
suggest and I do mean you you are unbalanced to thu‘ point of dishonesty and tliat wlia'^ou 
have published is (entirely unfair and unreal© * 

I also do not practiox the religion into \diicli I waSi born, liaven' t since bar mitzvah© 
But I try to live by our ancient belief and tradition and Y hope this is reflected in my 
writing and my criticisms and my defenses of oui' government against unfair criticism of it© 

So I won't be able to pray for you in schul. But I hopri for you mid your reputation 
and pe -hiips, in time, your self-respect, tliat you cmi bring yourself to genuinely think 
this tlirough mid not just react in passion mid in iinger© 

A.:k yoursiilf, instead of spouting ofj* at me, if you have been fair and honest, if 
you have imposed upon the trust of trusting readers, if they have any way of under: standing 
from what you publish wliat the realities are in that tortured ^irea. ^ou might try to think 
about whether another holocaust may yet come© mid if it does, wliat could have contributed 
to it or made it more likely. 



Sincerely, 



/• cl ^ 

Harold Wtdsberg 
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